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LEK E xii. 43. 


Bleed is that Servant, whom his Lord, 
when he cometh, ſhall find ſo doing. 


- my HE mournful Appearance of this Aſ- 
ſembly ſhews it to be needleſs for me, 


to' declare what melancholy Provi- 
dence has given Occafion for, my diſcourſing 
upon theſe Words at this Time. It is more 
neceſſary I ſhould remind you of the Privilege 
of Believers, in that they may find ſomething 
in the Word of Gop, wonderfully adapted for 
their Support under the moſt grieving Event 
that can befal them: For it is therein written, 
that all Things work together for Good, to them 
that love GOD, to them who are the Called ac- 
cording to his Purpoſe Ca). | 
Freſh Inſtances of our Mortality daily occur ; 
yet in general we are little affected with them. 
But by the Death of ſerious uſeful Chriſtians, 
and of eminently laborious and ſerviceable Mi- 
niſters of our Acquaintance, a very ſenſible 
Conviction is frequently renewed, that all Fleſh 
is as Graſs (); that our Fathers have no Abi- 
ding (c); and that the Prophets do not live for 
ever (d). X 
; 


(h Rom. viii. 2. (5) 1 Pet. . 2 (e) 1 Chron, 
xxix. 15, (4) Zech. j. 3. 4+ 9 


4 4 Funeral Senmon on 
However, under theſe afflictig Dürr 


ons, We various Arguments to 
One is, an Aſſurance that the Word of the Lord 
abigeth for ever (e); and particularly, that 
CRIST, the effential WorD, is always the 


ſame (f) ; that He walketh in the Midſt of the 


golden Candle (g), to obſerve the State and 


ſupply the Wants of his Churches: And when 
one, Angel is called away, He can quickly ſe 
another, that the Word of the Goſpel! map 
continually preached through a Succeſſion of 


faithful Miniſters. 


But though what I have now mentioned de 
the grand Canodrt of a Believer, yet there is 
another very mollifying and quieting Conſider- 
ation, which upon the preſent Occaſion may 
very juſtly, and with a remarkable Propriety, 
be urged to alleviate the Sorrow of the ſurviving 
Chriſtian Friends and dear Relatives of the De- 
ceaſed, And this is taken from the Bleſſedneſs 
of them that die in the Lord, who. reſt from 
their Labours (b), and to whom an Entrance 
is miniſtred abundantly into the everlaſting King- 
dom of. our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt (i). 
And where have we known Inſtances of 
apy among our own Acquaintance, whether in 
a private or publick Character, who, when 
they departed, bave left us a plainer Teſtimony 
of their dying in the Lord, than what was given 
by that Servant of Chriſt whoſe Death we are 
now, lamenting ? For the Deceaſed, under — 
mo 


(e) 1 Pet. i. 2775. ) Heb. xiii. 8. (g) Rev. ii. 1. 
l Rev. xiv. 13. (i) 2 Pet. i. 11. | 


the Reverend Dr. Max YA. 5 
moſt ſenſible and ſolemn Views of the near 
Approach of Death, often expreſſed a full AG 
ſurance that he was going to Heaven: Yea, he 
was fo ready and defirous to be gone, that he 
ſometimes ſignified, he ſhould have been un- 
eaſy to be detained, but for his dutiful Submiſſi- 
on to the Will of his Heavenly Father, and 
the Proſpect and Hope that by his longer A- 
bode, and patient Continuance in his Maſter's 
Work here, he might through the Divine Blef 
ſing be a happy Inſtrument of engaging others 
to go with bim, or of exciting them to prepare 
to come quickly after him. | 
With reſpect then to Thoſe, who have been 
et as Seals to the Divine Truths which he 
preached, and who through Grace were either 
converted, or after Converfion were greatly ed: - 
fied and comforted under his evangelical Mi- 
niſtry, though they cannot but deeply lament 
their awn heavy Loſs, yet they muſt allow, 
they have Reaſon to rejoice in his unſpeakable 
Gain. Eſpecially when they conſider, that 
in the very Manner of bis Removal he was fa- 
voured with a ſpecial and remarkable Anſwer 
to his own Prayers. For he had often expteſſed 
a great Deſire, that if it pleaſed Gop hi Life 
might not be lengthened beyond his Capacity for 
Jome Uſefulneſs, And this Requeſt, it has been 
obſerved, he preſented at the Footſtool of the 
Throne of Grace, more frequently, and with 
greater Importunity of late than ever, —— His 
Petition herein was granted. For after he had 
been employed on the Morning of the /aſt _ | 
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6 Funeral Sermom on 
bath in preaching Chriſt publickly and with 
great Vivacity upon Earth, be was before Night 
called hence to praiſe Him with the moſt raiſed 
Affection in Heaven. And who can conceive 
the Triumph and Joy, which muſt attend ſuch 
a delightful Change when ſudden Death is 


ſudden Ghry ! 


Our — Duty is to conſider, whic 
ſuitable Improvement we ſhould make of this 
awful Stroke, It muſt be acknowledged to be 
a Matter of the greateſt Importance, that we 
be ready . alſo; as there can otherwiſe be no 
Room for an Expectation, that we ſhall ſhare 


in that Honour, which the Parable declares 


hall at laſt be the Bleſſedneſs of every good 
Steward, but not of any elſe. 

Here perhaps the like Qyeſtion with that which 
Peter put to Chriſt (, may be ſtarted by ſome 
to this Purpoſe, via. Does what is here ſaid 
« concerning the Honour of the faithful Stew- 
« ord, relate to 8 ak only, or even unto 
« others ?” 

By a careful Attention to the Context, I 
humbly conceive, it will appear, that the Ad- 
vancement here foretold 9 to all GOD's 


faithful Servants, whatever be their preſent Sta- 
tion in the Church, whether as Miniſters, or 


People. 

Yet becauſe the Miniſters of the Goſpel are 
in-a particular and emphatical Manner termed 
Stewards of the Myſteries of GOD, and it pe- 
culiarly or FONT belongs to their Office 7 


feed 


(4) Ver. 41. 


the Reverend Dr. MARX VAT. 7 
feed the People with Knowledge and Underſtand- 
ing, hence ſome may be ready to think, that 
the Caſe in the Parable is applicable to Mini- 
ters only, | 

But we may obſerve, that Chriſt is here 
ſpeaking parabolically, and thus teaching what 
"Dignity arid Honour ſhall at laſt be conferred 
upon the faithful Steward; of whom it is de- 
clared, that though he be not now, yet here- 
after he ſhall be made Ruler over his Lord's 
Houſhold, to give them their Portion of Meat 
in due Seaſon (I). And in this figurative Lan- 
guage, we have a beautiful but general Deſcri 
tion of the Advancement and Glory, which t 


Faithful Diſciples of Chriſt ſhall receive in the 


future State. 

This, I apprehend, is the juſt Light, in which 
this Paſſage ſhould be viewed. And thus it 
ſets' forth @ Retard that is future, without ha- 
ving any direct or immediate Reference to the 
particular Wark or ſpecial Buſineſs itſelf, about 
"OR the faithful Steward is at preſent em- 

oyed. . | 
4 The Deſign of the Parable then is to inſtrut 
us, that every Chriſtian, whether in a publick 
or private Station, who now ſerves the LoRn 
with Diligence and Faithfulneſs, ſhall be richly 
rewarded in the World above, and be there 
raiſed to ſome very honourable and ſignal Pre- 
ferment, As when Joſeph was advanced, he 
was ſet over Pharaoh's Houſe, and over all the 
Land of Egypt (m): In like Manner, every 

| Servant 


(/) Ver. 42; le) Gen, ali. 40, 41, 


| Fog 
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Servant of GOD who now faithfully employs 
the Talents committed to him, whether they _ 
be many or few, ſhall at laſt be made Ruler 
over many Things (u); yea, in the Verſe after 
the Text it is ſaid, His Lord will make bim 
Ruler over all that He bath. 

And thus a ſtrong Aſſurance is given us of 
the Bleſſedneſs of all "Thoſe, who upon the ſtrict- 
eſt Search at their Lord's Coming ſhall be 
found to have acted an upright, conſcientious, 
ans faithful Part in the Matters of thair GOD. 


From the Words thus opened, as they ſtand 
in a Connection with the Context, I might juſt- 
ly enlarge upon many Heads : But by Reaſon 
of the Limits of the preſent Diſcourſe, I can 
only touch upon theſe Four, 


I. That every Man has ſome Talent given 
him by the Great Gop, to be employed to the 
Divine Glory.—This is ſuppoſed in the Parable 
where the Text lies, and 1s clearly taught by 
pur Lord i in another (s). 


N II. That by che Grace of or be are 
made farthful Servants. [Theſe are the b/e/- 
ed Perſons here intended in the Text itſelf. 


it NI. "That preſent Faithfulneſ to Gop is a 
| fure Prefage of future Bleſſednefs. — For every 
|| faithful Servant is = 3 infallibly 


| | bleſſea, 
it "NE: IV. That 


| (=) Mat. zxy. 21,23; (0) Mat. xv. 14, C.. 


tbe Reverend Dr. ManxTATr. 9 


IV. That it is a ſpecial Privilege, when any 
Servant of the Lord is favoured with a Ca- 
pacity of attending upon publick Worſhip, and 
engaging in the Work and Service of the Lord, 
until the Day of his Death. —— Blefed is that 
Servant, whom his Lord, when he cometh, ſhall 


find fo doing, 


Theſe are weighty Subjects, fit for the Pul- 

pit at any Time; but are peculiarly ſeaſonable 
upon this very ſolemn and awful Occaſion. Let 
us conſider then the Points that have been offer- 
ed, and obſerve, Wy # Ho 


I. That every Man has ſome Talent given him 
by the great Go p, to be employed to the 
Divine Glory. LN 


There is indeed a vaſt Variety, as to the Kind, 
Meaſure, and Number of the Talents, with which 
different Perſons are intruſted. —But here T 
muſt obſerve, what is generally too little regard - 
ed, (v/2,) That at is firſt Creation of Man, 
many precious and invaluable Talents were com- 
mitted to us in common, and lodged with Adam 
as the federal Head, as the conſtituted and pub- 
lick Repreſentative of all his Poſterity: But by 

| Reaſon of our Relation to him, through his Apoſ-' 
tacy our happieſt Privileges, even the Rectitude 
of our Nature, with its Capacity to worſhip Gop 
aright, and to hold a friendly, holy, and de- 


lightful Communion with him, were utterly hf 
2 Y beyond 


8 
beyond all Recovery by the beſt Endeavours of 
curred of the Bleſſing 
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any meer Creature. Vea, 4 Forfeiture was in- 
of every Privilege, which, 
through the Divine Forbearance, upon any Con- 
ſideration, was ſtill continued to us. So that 
with Regard to any holy and proper Uſe, that 


in our preſent fallen State we can make of any of 


the Talents originally given to our Nature, the 
Guilt of their having been ſquandered away and 
embezzled is juſtly chargeable upon every Man, 
that was comprehended and included in the Cu- 
venant made with Adam; as all his Progeny 
were. And it is a very melancholly Evidence 
of a ſad Defefion from the Truths of Divine 
Revelation, and the good old Proteſtant Faith, 
that there are now many in the Land, who pre- 
tend that wwe are not concerned in, and cannot 
therefore be culpable for, the wicked Embezzle- 
ment of our firſt Father, and common Parent, 
Thus it is in ſome other Caſes : For the Children 


of Traitors ſeldom care to acknowledge, or hear 


of, the Taint of their Blood. 

The Vanity of ſuch is manifeſt from the Aſ- 
ſurance which the Scripture gives us, that by one 
Man's (even Adam's) Diſobedience and Unfaithfal- 
neſs, others, yea many others, even all his Off- 
ſpring, were made Sinners (p). And were it ſo, 
that we had to account for the Miſimprovement of 


no other Talents, but thoſe which we finned away 


in Adam, yet, without an Intereſt in Chriſt, we 


ſhould be condemned at the Judgment of the great 


Day ; 90 muſt then ſuffer the 8 which 
the 


) Rom, v. 19. 


. 


n 


r 


the Reverend Dr. MakxvAr. 11 
the righteous Sanction of the Law requires to be 


inflicted upon @ Steward, in the Balance of whoſe 


Accounts there is an utter Deficiency, occaſioned 
by the baſeſt Injuſtice and vileſt Iniquity come 
mitted againſt his heavenly Lord and Maſter, the 
great Proprietor, and Supreme Governor of all. 
Happy they, who by the Spirit of Gop 
are deeply convinced of theſe Things in a humbling 
Manner, according to the Inſtructions of his 
Word! And happy ſure are they, who are en- 
abled to lay to Heart this original Unfaithfulneſs 
of our Nature, ſo as gladly to fee to Chriſt, to 
hide them from the Guilt and Imputation 
of it! 

But however too many, through the Blind- 
neſs, Pride, and Hardneſs of their Hearts, dare 
to diſpute or deny the Scriptute- Doctrine of the 
Fall of Man ; yet it muſt be allowed by all, 
that every Individual, who is ſpared till he can 
diſcern betuixt his Right- Hand and bis Left, does 
perſonally receive /ome Talents, for which he is 
accountable to his Maker.—And as to ourſelves, 
whatever our Extract or Education has been, we 
muſt acknowledge, that . many are the Talents 
which we receive at the Hand of Gop: Though 
theſe are given to every Man according to bis ſe- 
veral Ability (), as the Lord ſees fit. | 

I may here point you, to Life itſelf, to our na- 
tural Capacities, and to our Opportunity of learn- 
ing the Knowledge and Fear of the Lord; yea, 
though it were only from the Books of Creation 
and Providence, 2 9 

ry” + For 
(q) Mat. xxv. 15, 
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| For if any were trained up, whether at Home 
or Abroad, in ſuch an ignorant and dark Way, 
| that they had not the Knowledge of GOD's Law 
 . as written in the Bible; yet — had the Work 
4 the Law ſo far written in 7215 Hearts, and 
Reaſon of their very Formation and daily Pro- 
2 they were ſo much 4 Law unto them- 
ſelves (r), as rendered all their Diſobedience, 
| Wickedneſs, and Rebellion againſt Gop, ut- 
li terly inexcuſable. _ 
It But I preſume the moſt, if not all here pre- 
ſent, were born in a Chriſtian Land, and edu- 
| cated in the Chriſtian Faith. Many therefore 
are the precious Talents, with which we have 
been intruſted. Such, for Inſtance, were 
j the early Iiſtructions given us by our, religious 
Parents, or pious Maſters, in our younger Days : 
1 And fuch have been our many Years Enjoyment 
of peaceable Sabbaths ; our Liberty of ſtatedly at- 
tending the Worſhip of GOD, and the pure Ad 
| | - miniſtration of Coloel. Ordinances, i in "the pub- 
| lick Aſſemblies of his People; and the Liberty 
| 


=: likewiſe, of joining in ſocial Worſhip in the Fa- 
mily, as well as of performing the ſecret Duties 
N of Religion in the Cloſet, or Places of Retire- 
I: ment, 
| - Theſe are the valuable 7. alents, which have 
| bn put into the Hands of thoſe, whoſe merci- 
Jul Lot it has been, to dwell in religious Fami- 
lies. And has not this been the Privilege of ma- 
dy of us, ever fince we can remember ? 


(7) Rem, ii. 14. 18. 
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. - Farther, among our Talents muſt be reckon+ 
ed, all the Advantages which attend our · femporal 
Condition, or outward Circumſtances in Life; 
Our Health and Strength, the free Exerciſe of 
our intellectual Powers, the Peace and Plenty, 


- the Safety and Comforts which we enjoy ; and 


all the various Relations in Life in which Provi- 


dence has placed us, together with all the Op- 


portunities that ariſe from them, either of re- 
ceiving or doing Good. 4 

| Yea, of this Number we muſt alſo reckon all 
the Attainments and Abilities, which may help 
to make us a Bleſſing to the Church, uſeful to 
Civil Societies, or any way ſerviceable to our 
Fellow-Creatures, All theſe Advantages, Gifts, 
or Allotments of Providence, are placed to our 
Account by the great Gop, the Author and 
Donor of them all, as Talents with which we 


are bound to honour Him. 


And the ſame muſt be faid of all aflitive 


D iſp enſattons, deſigned and ſuited to purge away 


our Tin and Drofs (s), and to make us abound 


in the peaceable Fruits of Righteoufneſs. 


But who can pretend to reckon up all bis par- 
ticular Receipts from the Father of Mercies ? — 


Happy the Perſons, who with their many Ta- 


lents do receive the Spirit of Grate, that they 
may be enabled to profit by all ! For F any Marx 
bave not the Spirit of Chriſt, be is none of His (t); 


* 
R 3 
— " 


nor. can he be that faithful and wiſe Steward, 


who ſhall meet with bis Lord's Approbation at his 


Coming, | 


) Hai. i. 25. 


(?) Rom. viii. 9g: 


* 


14 A Funeral Sermon on 


Coming. This will be ſhewn ae under 
the next Head, in which it was obſerved, 


\ 


IT. That by the Grace of Gop ow are made 


faithful Sorvall , 


That all who are called GOD's Servants are 
not faithful, I might inſtance in Nebuchadnez- 
zar (u), and ſome others: But the Parable ſup- 
poſes, that there are ſome to whom this Character 
belongs; yet it intimates, that their Number is 
but ſmall. The interrogatory Mgde of Expreſ- 
fion which our Lord uſes in the 
Text, directs us to look upon the faithful Steu- 
ard, as one diſtinguiſhed from pthers, or as one 
that feared GOD above manyj(w) : And when 
Chriſt ſays in the Text, Bleſſed is that Servant, 
this ſhews him to be a Man greatly beloved, bigh- 
ly favoured, and bleſſed of Go. And thus 
it is ſuggeſted, that it was to be aſcribed en- 
tirely to the Grace and Favour of GOD, that he 


became faithful. 


Under this Head I ſhall attempt two Things. 


I. I ſhall open the Character of the Servant 
that is faithful to his Gop, And then, 


2. Shew, that it is by the Grace of GOD that 
any Man is enabled to anſwer this Cha- 
racer, 


By 


(4 Jer. xxv. 9. xxvü. 6. xliii. 10. 
(w) Neh. vii. 2, 


* SF 
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Hy By theſe it will appear, who is the faithful 
Servant, and how it is that he becomes ſo. 


1. I ſhall open the Character of the Servant 
that is faithful to Goo. | 


Here I think it may be ſome Help, to conſi- 
der in general the Charafer of a Servant, that is 
reckoned faithful to an earthly Maſter.—He 
is one, that is ſtrictly juſt and honeſt, that will 
neither wrong his Maſter himſelf, nor agree or 
conſent that he ſhould be wronged by others. 
——— He is one, who in all Things ſincerely aims 
to be true to his Truſt, and who, to the beſt of 
his Underſtanding, and the utmoſt of his Ability, 
carefully purſues his Maſter's Intereſt, and duely 
ſeeks his Credit and Reputation. He keeps 
cloſe to his Inſtructions, and makes his Maſter's 
Will the Rule and Meaſure of his Conduct, in 
the Management of his Buſineſs. He reſo- 


lutely ſhuns what his Maſter forbids, and in all 


Things lawful chearfully complies with what 
his Maſter requires. h 

Now theſe Hints may fitly be applied to the 
Temper and Carriage required in the Servant, 
that js to be accounted faithful to his heavenly 
Maſter. And they ſhew us,—that he is one, 
who is humbly, fincerely, and entirely devoted 
to the Yorſhip and Fear of G o p * : 
One, that ſerves Him with a perfect Heart, and 
with a willing Mind (y). — One, that ſtudies 

| . to 


(x) Pal. cxix. 38. (3) 1 Chron. xxviii. 9. 


* 


* 
1 
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to know His holy Will and Pleaſure; and to this 
End hears, reads, and meditates upon Hs 
Word, praying daily for an enlightened Mind, 
and a renewed Underſtanding. ——He is one, 
that will not deſignedly, or knowingly, do any 
Iniquity ; but has a conſtant Reſpect unto all 
God's Commandments, that he may keep his Pre- 

cepts diligently (2); aiming in all Things to 

do that which is right and well-pleafing in His 
Sigbt, from Goſpel- Principles and to holy Ends 
and making it his Care, that whatſdever be does 
in Word or Deed, he do all in the Name of the 
Lord Feſus, to the Praiſe and Glory of Gop 
& Foz (@). 2 

He then is the faithful and wiſe Servant, who 

makes a right Uſe of the Goſpel-Revelation, 
and who, according to the Inſtruction and Com- 
mand thereof, receives Chriſt Jeſus the Lord (b), 

| holding Him to be his Head of Righteoufneſs, his 
Head of Government, and Head of Influence; 
and ſtedfaſtly adheres to Him in all his mediato- 
rial Characters, as the Great Prophet, Prieſt, 
and King of the Church. 

Agreeably hereunto, the Character of a faitb- 
ful Servant may be more particularly viewed un- 
der Three Articles. He renounces the Gui- 
dance of all human Wiſdom in Matters of Religi- 
on: He relinquiſhes all Expectation and 
Hope of Salvation by his own perſonal Obedience: | 
And,——He is conſtantly afraid of holding the 
Truth in Unrighteouſneſs (c). | 
(1.) He 


(z) Pſal. cxix. 4, 6. a) Col. iii. 17. 
(5) Col. a 6. * | (c) . i. 18. : 
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0 I, He renounces the Guidance of all human 
W yt in the Mathes of an rr | 


He would have all the Edenal Reaſonings sand 
vain Imaginations of Men caft down, with ever 
— b Thing that exalteth itſelf againſt the Nuow- 

of GOD; and would have every Thought 
2 into Captivity to the Obedience of Chriſt (d). 
Upon Him he waits for Light, Counſel, and 
Inſtruction; and for the gracious: Anointing and 
Teaching of Hi Spirit, to guide him into the 
Knowledge and Practice of a// heavenly and 
ſaving Truth (e) ; and would receive every Di- 
vine Truth upon the ſole Authority of his hea- 
venly Maſter, As he will not an to bis own 
Underſtanding (, ſo neither will he call — 
Man upon Earth Rabbi, or Father (g)- 
cannot allow himſelf to pay any Regard to S 
Authority of Synods, / Councils, or Fathers, in 
any Point of Faith, Worſhip, or Obedience, 
wi they ſpeak not according to the Divine 
Law and Teſtimony (b):. But having given the 
Word of Chrift a Place in his Heart, he ſpeaks 
the Truth in Love (4), and earneſtly contends for 
the Faith, which was once delivered to the 'Saints(k) 
by the Apoſtles and Prophets of old, and 
through LIRA Goodneſs of the Lox p is 


„ to 
(4) 2 Cor. x, 5. 18 0% John x13. 13. pO Ss: 
{f) Prov. iii. 85. (g) Mat. xxili. 9. 
% Lai. viii. 20. J. Eph. iv. 5 
. (8) Jude, Ver. 3. | 


7 


to this Day handed down to us in the Scrip- 


, * * 


(2.) He relinquiſhes all Expectation and 
: — of Saluation hy his own perſonal Obe- 


He deſires, and endeavours, to became dead tn 
the Law, as a Covenant fer Life, and would 
gladly: be married to anotben, even to, Chriſt who 
was raiſed from the Dead (): For he has learnt, 
that without a conjugal and vital Lnian with 
Him, no Man can bring forth any Fruit unto 

Faithit isi to plagſe Him (m)): 
_ He is convinced of the Truth and Righteouſ- 
neſs of that Divine Sentence, which pronounceth, 
Cur ſedis every one who continueth not in ail Things 
which are written. in the - Baok: af tbe Law, to de 
them (n). And being conſcious that he has 
been @ Tranſgreſſor, he dares;not now. 7ruft to any 
Works. or Righteouſneſs,of-bts own, for his Juſti- 
fication.or Acceptance at the Bar of Gon: No, 
not to his Faith or Love, to his Repentance or 
new Obedience; nor to any inberent Righteouf- 
neſs, af which be. himſelf can be the Subject, 
even after he has been renewed or born again. 
Vea, though hit Graces be truly ſincere, and 
bis Works really evangelical, ſpiritual, and holy, 
yet he dare no more truſt to theſe, than to any 
| external 


(1) Rom. vii &: -©- (7) Heb. xi. 6. 
(=) Gal, iii. 10. | : 


rns SKS 
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external gal Righteouſneſs, whether "it be Cars 3 


monial or Moral. 

He knows, that how. diligently or exactly 0. 
ever the Dries of Religion may be 
or how far foever a Man's Wordt of ſuſtice and 
Virtoe, of univerſal Benevolenoe and Charity, 
may be extended, they can aver! nothing to tie 
Jotificktivn of his Perſon: before, "God : That 
though Ge Mud bro all his Goods ro fend tbe 
Por, and though for the general Godd of his 

or ſome ſignal Service and Advantage 
do his Ge dis . be boi give bis 
ro be burna (0), yet 2 ro 
and an entire Truſt in Him, as tie Bae the 


Lau for Righteonfarſs 05 all dis Doing and 


Suffering would profit him Nothing. For he is 


fully aflured, that after his utmoſt Endeavours, 
and 155 molt powerful e which in the 
preſent State can he expected f+om above, ſtill 
after all his own per ſonal Obedience neither will 
nor can come up to ins ae 8 1 
the Law requires. 
Nay farthet, were · it pofſible-for bim, From 
the Day of his Converſion ot the Change of His 
State, to perform an Obedience that is 
prryect, and to us all that is cummumdeu, notwith- 
ſtanding all this 4% would be an Ser- 
vent, who had done that only whith was hit Dus 


ty ro dv (q): And his After: Obedience could 


never r juſtly him from the Sits he had commits 
C2 25 114% 


"lo-1 C ii. Rom. x. 4. 
10 1 ; 0) E 
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ted, or the Guilt he had contracted, — 
Converſion. 

Nor can any Man juſtly be accounted; 4 faith- 
ful Steward, who has not made ſuch an Im- 
provement of the ſupernatural Revelation which 
Gop has graciouſly ſent us, as to renounce all 
Hopes of Salvation by his own Obedience; ac - 
knowledging, that it is in the Lord IESus 
CR 1s 7, the incarnate Son of Go p, and 
in HI MAT alone, that the Believer can find that 
abſolu tely perfect and infinitely meritoriousRight- 
eouſneſs, in which all Iſrael ſhall be juſtified, a 
Hall glory (r), while be that penieveth _ yer 
be damned (5). "FP" — 

But I muſt farther remark concerning the 

Kale Servant, that as I ſaid before, | 


6) He is conſtantly afraid of bling th | 
Truth in Unrigoteouſneſe 


- He dreads this above all Things: He dreadh ü it 
at his very Heart. He eſteems no Condition 
of any Perſon upon Earth to be worſe, than 
| that of the Man who is left to commit this Abo- 
mination, He fees it to be ſuch a notorious 
Wickedneſs, that the Wrath of G O D from 
Heaven is particularly and moſt expreſsly reveal- 
ed againſt it (1). And for this Reafon, the Ser- 
vant that is Faithful does peremptorily renounce 
the hidden Things of Diſhoneſty.(u) ; and ſolemn» 
ly revoking and ſincerely repenting « of his former 

Agree- 


(7) Jai. xlv. 24, 25. (s) Mark xvi. 16. 
oa (#) 2 Cor, iv. 2. 
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| Agreement with Sin and Hell, he now cleaves 


to the Lord his Gop with full Purpoſe of 
Heart (w), and will not allow any other Lords 
to have Dominion over bim (x). He-- cannot 
conſent, that Sin ſhould: reign in his mortal Bo. 
Ay, that be ſhould obey it in the Luſts there: 
But being made free from Sin, and become a Ser- 


"vant to GOD, he endeavours to have bis Fruit 


unto Holineſs (y), that Gop may be glorified, 
And with this View, he ſeeks not bis own We 
but the Things which are Feſus Chriſt's (29. 

He openly, and from his Heart, avows 
CHR1sT to be the ſole King of the Church, and 
would gladly be ſubducd to Him entirely; teſolv- 
ing in His Strength 70 ob/erue all Things whatſo- 
ever He has commanded (a), and being deſirous 
to honour Him even as he honours the Fathtr (H. 
Accordingly he conſcientiouſly endeavouts to 


keep — ad entire all ſuch religious Worſhip 


and Ordinances, as He hath appointed in His 
Goſpel, He practically renounces all the Blaſ- 
pbemies which are committed by the avowed E- 
nemies of CuxISr, both Jeus and Mahometany, 
and all the Idalatries practiſed even in Poprſh as 
well as Pagan Countries, with all the Abomina+y 
tions, Superſtition; and Corruptions, countenanced 
by the Whore of Babylon. Nor dare be ſub- 
mit to any National Eſtabliſhment, which he 
does not find authorized or warranted by the 
Word of Gop: And in his Jydgment it is an 


inconteſtable 
405 xi. Ifai. xxvi. 14, l 
3 1 2, 22. 2 — 15 


(e) Mat, xxviti, 0. (%) John v. 23. 
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inconteſtable Principle, that if cam be right in 
the Sight af GOD. 4 bearken ano Men, more 


thanunto GOD fr). 
Now 


by a. ſerious RefleQion wpon what has 
been delivered under the Three Re- 
marks, does it not ſufficiently. appear, that = 
Man canaot jaſtly be reckoned ꝝ Harthful uni 
Wiſe Servant, unleſs he be n Di ple of 
Jxeus CnrisT?. 

Having thus N the cu, of a 2 
fil Kremmen 1 an 82 r on 


2. Shew, that ty by the Grace GOD 
one, that any Man VOSS to uber 
this am 129 


1 he cher is a faithful Servent 38 
the CharaFer which has no been given, as the 
Frriptures ly evinoe, the Nuſtion then is, 
Where ſhall a faithful Servant be found 7 

-\ Had your excellent Dacter been the Perſon 
to have given the Anfaver to this Queſtion, Iam 
ready to think, thatin his familiar, but ſtriking 
and pungent Way of Speaking, he would at 
once, as juſtly he might, have told you plain - 
ly, „That by Reaſon of the Fall — ann 
« \ach a Company of vile wicked Wretches, 
te that there is t & good Servant to be found.“ 
No, among all the Sons and Daughters of Adem 
in their apoſtate Condition, there is wor one to be 
found, thatis fit for the Service of Gop, or who 
will be faithful to our heavenly Maſter ; not 

| one, 


(e) Acts iv. 19. 


"RM VG Gr EW 0 


99 


vw ”*mS ww RS Ty W=_w_ TW TT FW ww sT wr ws. 


or diſpoſed to ſerve 
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one, who. naturally cares for His Worſhip, or 
that chuſes to fear and ſerve. the Lohn. For 
there is none that underſtandeth, there is none that 
fſeeketh after GOD: They are all gone au of the 
Way, they are together become unprofitable, there 
is none that doth Good, no not one (d). 

This is the Account, which by the Direction 
of Gop Paal quotes in his Epiſtle to the Romans, 
from a Pſalm, that was wrote by the immediate 
Inſpiration, of the Spirit of Gop. And under 
the ſame infallible Teaching the Apo/tleproeceds 
ſtill farther, and aſſures us in the fame Epiſtle, 
that Men are naturally ſo far from being inclined 
the-Lord in Sincerity and 
Truth, in Righteouſneſs and Uprightneſs, as Da» 
vid did, that their carnal Mind is Enmity again 
GOD (e). = "HO 

And from this Enmity againſt GOD: fo (tron 
ly aſſerted, we may juſtly. and very perti 
to our preſent Purpoſe infer, that a Man cannot 
be his faithful Servant, unleſs he be made a Pur- 
taker f a neu, divine, and buly Nate. Now - 
there cannot be a new: Nature; without à u 
Creation; add there is no new Creation, . but by 
the Grace of GO D in CRI T J=svUs:; 

Thus then it appears from this Scriptunai 
Way of Reaſoning, that it is by. the Grace of 
GOD any are made faithful. And as a: far- 
ther Confirmation of this important Truth, þ 
cannot forbear turning you to that remarkable 
Faſſage in Neu. xvii. 14. where we have a De- 
{cription of tA that are with the Bamb; who 


are 


{4) Rom. iii, 11, 12, (e) Rom. viii. 7. 
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are Aiſtiogaiched by. Three Appellations RL 
to themſelves, being declared to be' Perſons, who 
are called, and choſen, and faithful. Upon 
which Words 1 humbly conceive it is «od wg 
proper to obſerve diſtintly, % 

That none will openly. and boldly, or- fied- 
faſtly and heartily, ſtand on the Side of the Lamb, 
pleading for the Purity of the Faith, Worſhip, 
and Obedience of the Goſpel, againſt the Super- 
ſtition, Corruption, and Errors of the Wicked, 
but His true Diſciples and faithful Followers, 

Again, we may obſerve, that none can act 
this faithful Part, but they who have been ec: 
tually called by the ſpecial, ſupernatural, and ef- 
ficacious Grace of the Ay bleſſed and holy 
Spirit. 

8 farther, that none are at any Time thus 
called, but they who from Eternity have been 
cboſen in Chriſt, and were the Objects of the Fa- 
ther's rich, free, nen and unchangeable 
Lars! in Him. 

Ftom this inſtructive Deſeription of thoſe 
with the Lamb, we may learn, that whoever are 
found faithful to their heavenly Loxp, their 
Faithfulneſs ſprings originally from the elefing 
Love of the Father, and is the proper and im- 
mediate Effect of the Spirit's Work upon the 
Heart. When we conſider therefore the ori- 
ginal Spring and Fountain, with the proper im- 
mediate and efficient Cauſe, of the Faithfulneſi 
of Believers, we muſt acknowledge, that it is 
” the Grace of GOD that any Man 2 | 

{uc 
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ſuch a faithful and wiſe Servant as the Text re- 
fers to. 
To conelude this Head, I ſhall only add, that 
as it muſt be allowed, that none can be faithful 
but thoſe who are boly, ſo none can be ho who 
fail of the Grace of GOD: 
I now paſs on to the next general Head, un- 
der which 1 am to thew, 


» 


III. That reſent W e is a ks Pres 
of future Bl:ſedneſs. | 


The Parable teaches us, that every faithful 
and wiſe Steward ſhall be made Rule over bis 
Lords Houfhold, This denotes the great Digni- 
ty and Honour, which in the future State Chriſt 
will confer upon all his faithful Servants, both 
Miniſters and People. And the Text itfelf pro- 

nounces that Servant bleſſed, who is found faiths 
JW at bis Lord's Coming. 

We may Juſtly conclude therefore, that Grace 
never makes any faithful, but with a Deſign to 
' crown them with Glory. Such as Gop foreknew, 

and loved with an everlaſting Love, He did pre- 
deſtinate to be conformed to the Image of on 
Son (). And there are Two Things i in 
cular, wherein a// the Saints ſhall in their Mes- 
fure bear a Conformity to the Son of GOD : Theſe 
are His Faithfulneſs, and His Glory. ; 

Upon the Account of Chrift's Puitdfulneſs He 
is termed Gop's righteous Servant (g). And 
ſuch is the Redeemer s Care over all whom He 

D er 
% Rom. viii. 29, (e) Ifai, Bil, 11. 
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has ranſomed, that notwithſtanding their natu- 
ral Enmity apainſt Gop, their manifold Diffi- 
culties, and innumerable Defects and Imperfecti- 
ons, He does ſo effectually and thoroughly renew 
them, as to render them faithful, whatever be 
the Service in which He employs them: As He 
did Paul, when He put him into the Miniſtry (b). 
And they that are now conformed to the Image 

of Chriſt in Faithfulneſs, ſo far as their Capaci- 
tics will admit of it, are certainly affured, they 
ſhall hereafter be conformed to it likewiſe # in 
Glory. For as He overcame, and is ſet down 
with His Father in His Throne, ſo to all who 
through Grace are enabled to overcome the 
Temptations, that are any way offered to make 
them unfaithful, «vill Chriſt, grant to fit with 
Him in His Throne (i); where they ſhall be 
crowned with all the Glory and Honour, and | 
receive all the Felicity and Bleſſeaneſs, that can 
reſult from their having Chriſt Himſelf to be 
their GOD, or from their —— treated by Him, 
not as Sun but as His Sons: And He being 
GOD over all Bleſſed for ever (H, He will afſu- 
redly make all his Sons to inberit all Things (). 
even all that can be deſired to conſummate their 
Happineſs, and make it every Way abſolutely 
compleat and full. Our Lord then having ex- 
preſsly promiſed this, the Certainty and Infalli- 
blir of His Promiſe does inviolably eſtabliſh an 
inſeparable Connection between preſent Faithful- 


neſs and future Bleſſedneſs. 
G HE Pf I ſhall 


(h) 1 Tim. i. 12. (i) Rev. iii. 21. 
(4) Rom. ix. 5. (/) Rev. xxi. 7. 
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” I ſhall now conſider. the laſt general Head 
£ propoſed, vi. | 
o IV. That it is a ſpecial Privilege, when any 


Servant of the Lord is favoured with a Capacity 
of attending upon publick Worſhip, and engaging 
in the Work and Service * tbe Lord, until the 
Day of 10 Du 


He te we may take Notice, that N the 
Houſhold is a Work of a publick Nature, and giv- 
ing them their Portion of Meat in due Seaſon Is an 
Inſtance of Faithfulneſs. The Reddition there- 
fore in the Text [ ſo doing] may juſtly be taken as 
lignifying, that there is a Bleſedneſs in the Ser- 
vant's being found in like Manner faithfully and 
actively engaged in ſome publick Service at the 
Time of his Lord's Coming. —— And fince one 
remarkable Inſtance of Chr:/?'s Coming to his 
People in all Ages before the End of the World, 
will be ar their Death, we may warrantably take | 
the Senſe of the Words to be, Bleſſed 1s that 
faithful Servant, who ſhall be- found actively 
and ſeaſonably engaged | in the ſtated publick Wor- 

ſhip of Gop until the Day of bis Death. - 
This Conſtruction of the Text is very agree- 
able to ſome other Paſſages of Scripture : Par- 
ticularly to David's Requeſt, that he might dwell 
in the Houſe of the Lord all the Day of his 
Lie (m); which implied a Deſire, that he 
might fo che laſt be favoured with an Opportu- 
ny and a Capacity far «ot Worſhip. And 
D 2 his 

() Pſal, xxvi. 4. 
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his holy Thirft after Communion with Gon, 
and his fervent Zeal for the Divine Honour, 
made him regret the Loſs of ſuch Opportunities; 
as appears from his lamenting it, that while he 
People were gathered together to ſerve the Lord, 
bis Strength ꝛvas weakened in the May (n). 
Me may conglude then, that there is a Blef 
feaneſs in a Servant's being favoured with 2 Ca- 
pacity for attending upon publick Worſhip ; and 
a Bleſſeaneſs in being found faithfully and actu- 
ally engaged in it until the Day of bis Deceaſe. 

But yet we are by no Means to imagine, that 

this Bleſſedueſi is abſolutely neceſſary to the Ser- 
vant's future Happineſs. Such a Suppoſition 
would be a fore Diſcouragement to many of 
Chriſt's faithful Miniſters, and many of Gop's 
dear Children, who may be laid afide from the 
publick Service and Worſhip of Go, not for a 
few Szbbaths only, but perhaps for ſeveral 
Months or Years, before their Death ——In 
ſuch a Caſe, it is our Duty to be chearfully re- 
fgned to the Diſpoſal of our heavenly LoRp, 
who will have ſome to be His waiting Servants, 
while others ate His working Servants. And if 
we are ſo happy as to be made accepted in the Be- 
loved (o), and received into the Family of GOD, 
there can be no Reaſon for any Complaint or 


Murmuring, though according to his holy and 
fovcreign Pleaſure He ſhould ſtation us among 
His waiting Servants, for what Time his infinite 
Wiſdom ſhall judge moſt proper for our Good 

to his own Glory. For we may be equally 
110 Faithful 


| 60 Pal, ci. 24, 2. (6) Eph. i. 6, 
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D, faithful and accepted in ſaffering, as in doing His 
r, Will. — And whatſoever be the Tribulation, 
53 which for any Space may unavoidably lay us 


under 4 neceſſary Reſtraint from public Vor- 
ſhip, Gop can abundantly make up the Leſi of 


this Privilege fome other Way. And it is enough 

| for our Encouragement, when in a lively Exer- 
7 ciſe of Faith we remember our Lord's Promiſe, 
d that He will freely and certainly give a Crown 
[= of Life to thoſe, who carefully improve the Qp« 
| portunities of publick Worſhip He affords them, 

it and are faithful unto Death (p). 
- Having premiſed theſe Hints, I may now very 
n juſtly and fafely declare it to be 4 Seed Pri- 
f vilege, for a Believer to have the Ability of at- 
8 tending the Vorſbip of GOD in the publick Con- 
e gregation continued until the Day of h1s Death. 
a This Favour, it is plain, has been granted to 
| ſeveral of the Servants of GOD. © I may in par- 


a ticular mention Aaron, the Saint of the Lord, 

. who no doubt was in a Capacity of performing 
; the Functions of his Office in the Houſe of Gop, 

. upon the Day in which it was ordered, he ſhould 

f | go up into the Mount, and be ſtripped of bis Gar- 

a ments, and die there (. —— And of Moſes 
alſo we read, that when he had made an End of 

ö pronouncing the Bleſſing upon all Iſrael in the pub- 

| lick Audience of the People, on that ſe f. ſame 

| Day the Lord ſpake unto him, ſaying, Get thee up 

| unto Mount Nebo, and there die, and be gathered 

. unto thy People (.,). EE, >. 


* And 


(3) Rev. ii. 10. 7) Numb. xx, 26, 28. | 
| (7) Deut. xxxii. 48, —50, 
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And l even in our on Times ſome of the noted 
Diſciples of Chriſt have been thus ſuddenly re- 
moved, at the Command, and as it were by the 
immediate Hand of GOD, without ſo much as 
-one Day's Confinement from publick Worſhip im- 
mediately before their Death. A very freſh 
and remarkable Inſtance of this you "cake had, 
in the ſudden Removal of your honoured Paſtor, 
who had the Privilege of attending publick Mor 
ſhip on the very Day of his Death. 
Now the 22 of this Pripilege mey be 
conſidered 3 in . Blanches. . 


— — — — d 3 
— ——— oo — 
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1. There is a Pleaſure i in a Believer 8 being 
continued in 4 Capacity of joining in the 
publick Worſhip of God till the laſt Part of 
bis Life. 
2. There is an Advantage to be expected i in 
his being removed Wine Aer after he has 
been faithfully engaged therein. 


Y . > - _ 
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4 Theſe Confiderations will ſufficiently diſplay 
the Bleſſedneſs of this Privilege, 


— — — 
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1. There is a Pleaſure in a Believer's being 
continued in @ Capacity of joining in the 
publick Worſhip of Gop till the very af 
Part of 4 his Life. 


This Privikge i is indeed a moſt valuable Bl 72 

ing, not merely with Regard to ſome 7 
ral Conſiderations, relating to the bodily Health 
and Eaſe which = be ſuppoſed to attend it, 
but 
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but upon many ſprritual Accounts of the greateſt 
Importance. And the Chriſtian's high Regard 
to publick Worſhip ever makes him to eſteem it as 
a Pleaſure to attend upon it. For he knows, 
that tho' Gop's gracious Preſence is not confined 
to the Ordinances of his Houſe, yet tbe Lord 
loveth the Gates of Zion, more than all the Duell- 
ings of Jacob (s). Every Goſpel-Church is a 
Zion, the City of God; and the Name which he 
has appointed to be given it, is JEHOVAH- 
SHAMMAH, the LORD ts there (t). Andthro' 
the Divine Preſence of the LoxD THE SPIRIT 
in His mighty Power and Grace, many Souls 
have been there regenerated to a ſpiritual. and 
divine Life, have been there fed with the in- 
cere Milk of the Word (u), yea, have there learnt 
the Certainty of the Words of Truth, and been 
taught molt excellent Things (w). And from the 
Benefit which they have received, they are en- 
couraged to hope from Time to Time, that they 
ſhall there ſee more of the Beauty of: the Lord (x), 
and of the unſearchable Riches of Chriſt (y); and 
ſhall there meet with ſuch ſweet and powerful 
Communications of His Grace, as ſhall increaſe their 
Faith, quicken their evangelical Repentance, con- 
firm their Hape, and inflame their Love to Gop, 
and all the Duties of practical Religion and true 
Holineſs. And there they expect to receive 
thoſe Inſtructions, and thoſe Impreſſions, which 
ſhall be uſeful and effectual to wean them from. 
the preſent evil World, to fit them for Deatb 


* (+) Pal. Evil. 2. (+) Exek. Avi. 35. (a) 1 Pet. il. 2. 
(ww) Prov. xxii. 20, 21. (x) Pal. xxvii. 4+ (3) Eph. iii. 8. 
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Nou as 2 and Merchants think it a Pri- 
vilgge, to be continued in thoſe Citcumftances | 
of Health which will admit of their frequentin 
the Exchange, and other public Placrs, where 
their wor/dly Buſineſs is to be tranſacted ; thus the 
Believer cannot but eſteem it 4 ſingular Favour, 
to be ſpared in a State of ſuch A#rvity and Vi- 
„ that to the laſt Period of Life he may be 
able 40th Pleaſure ſtatedly to attend thoſe pub- 
tek religious Aſſemblies, in which he hopes to 
enjoy the moſt profitable and delightful Inter- 
corre with Heaven. 

Beſides, he eſteems it a bleſſed Privilege, to 
have the Opportunity of teſtiſying by an Attend- 
ance upon the public Worſhip which the Goſpel 
requires, his bumble Gratitude for the great Sal- 
vation which the Goſpel reveals. He delights 
by ſuchAttendances to exalt bis Redeemer”s News 

and to pay an open, a dutiful, and manifeſt Re- 
| d to his Lokv's Authority, in obſerving the 
inances of His Appoititment ; and in the pub- 
hck Uſe thereof, according to His Command, to 

join in perpetuating the Memory of his Saviour's 
1 of His Obedience unto Deatb, and 
of His Reſurrection; that all around him may 
know, to whom he is, and to whom alone they 
ſhould be looking for Salvation, even to Fefus the 
Author and Finiſher of our Faith (a), who has 
mpfied the Law, and made it honourable (a). 
Thus the Believer finds a re in his attend- 


ing 


* . 


6 27 b xii. 2. (4) Lal. xlii. 21. 
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34 A Funeral . . 
makes a penitential Confeffion of the Plague of 


bis own Heart (c), and of the innumerable aggra- 


vated Tranſgreſſions and fad Omiſſiogs of his 
Life. There he hears the wonderful Settlements 
of the everlaſting Covenant opened and unfolded, 

and thereupon repeats his Application by Faith 


to the Blood of Cbriſt; and with an humble and 


holy Confidence he there afreſh lays hold of the 
exceeding great and precious Promiſes (d) which 
| his Gop has given him, and on which He bath 
cauſed him to hope. There he renews his ſolemn 


Self-dedication to Gop, and his fincere Renun- 
ciation of all Friendſhip with the Enemies of his 
Lord, There he gets a freſh Taſte of the Di- 

vine Love, and a freſh Sight of the heavenly Glo- 


ry, with a ſweet Confirmation of his Hope, that 
through the Righteouſneſs and Grace of his Re- 
 deemer ne ſhall quickly be made a Partaker of it: 
'And this Hope, in Proportion to its high Degree, 
begets in him a vehement Defire to depart (e), 
that he may be with Chriſt in the Manſions above. 
Nov theſe are remarkable Advantages, which 
bapp.'v prepare and diſpoſe the Soul to meet 
Deatb db a Smile. 

But beſidss theſe, there are further Advanta- 
ges, which in culiar Manner ariſe from a 
faithful Attendance upon publick Worſhip, and 
which cannot immediately flow from the near- 
_ eſt Communion with Gop ix ferret It is true 


in. ſecret Worſhip every Believer, under the gra- 


cious and powerful Impreſſions of the Holy Ghoſ?, 
does by the outward Expreſſions of his Mouth, 
| as 
(c) 1 Kings viii, 38. (4) 2 Pet. i. 4. (e) Phil. i. 23, 
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as well as in the inward Language of his Heart, 
declare unto Jenovan, Father, Son, and Spirit, 
the Holy One of Iſrael, that upon the moſt mature 
Deliberation, renouncing all Idols, he cordially 
and fixedly chuſes Him to be his Covenant. 60D 
and Father, the only Object of his religious 
Worſhip and ee and the Portion of his 
Soul for ever. The Believer, I ſay, humbl 
and fincerely declares this in ſecret to the Los 
Himſelf; But by his public Worſhip performed 
according to he Rule of the Word, pe openly 
declares this before all who are the Withelles of 
his religious Attendances. Thus he bears a noble 
Teſtimony to the Reality, Excellence, and Glo- 
ry of the Goſpel- Salvation, and to the Suitable- 
neſs and Divine Authority of a Goſpel-W or ſhip, 
and a Goſpel- -Walk, By every freſh Act of Mor- 
/aip in the Houſe of Gop, he gives a freſh Evi- 
dence, that he accounts the W ays of Wiſdom to 
be. Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and that all. her Paths 
are Peace (F). And it his Life be free from thoſe 
Trregularities, which would contradi& his Pro- 


feſſion or flur his Chriſtian Character, he then 


by the Obedience of his Worſhip practically con- 
demns the World, as Noah did Al for all their 
Profaneneſs and Irreligion, their wretched Stu- 
pidity and carnal Security, for the Worldlineſs 
of their Temper, the Impenitence, Unbelief, 
and Hardneſs of their Hearts, 

And is not a e, 5 of his having been 
excited, notwithſtanding all Oppoſition from the 
Deyil, the World, and the Fleſh, to a * j 

E 2 „ 


Prov. iii, 17, 


(48) Heb. xi. 7. 
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with the Teſtimony of bis own 1 
the ſecret Atte ſtation of be ' Spirit 0 fe 
that the Worſhip which hex re be Moot 
of Gop,' neither i rings 155 any ſelfiſn 
worldly Motive, nor 1s directed b fly i 
dom to any baſe ſinifte r "End, Bt 1 all is done 
by the Grace of of GOD it in holy Sin _icity an 
e Sincerit) (i) 1 „with a a Deſign, oy 155 epin 
"the Worſh rſhip 5 the San tary he might no 
Is honour Gop hinifel lf, büt wee HR, 
ad aſſiſt others, to avouch the Lord 6 be theih 
GOD, (#) love and feat Him, to obey His 
Voice, 400d JA: to Hit, as the only feſieität⸗ 
ing 2 Ob ect of their Souls, in the fol foyment 
O Vom alone they can Have eternal Life, 

And when 4 faithful Servant has thus the 
Comfort of knowing, that aftet the Exathple of 
Caleb and { JoſPua, he has filled tht Lord 2 
ly (1); Is he not then in a fit Cohditton to fleet 

be King of Terrort, whatever ſhalt be the Selle 
ſon or Manner of is A pploach?? 3 

Ot. if the Chriſtian, juſt after he has been 7h 

7 e Mount with. 605. even before be cotnes 

own into the Vale of Tempration again, ſhould 
at once be diſcharged from à State of War ſafe, 
and ordered to take bis final Farewel of the 


Church-Militant; thit while he is in ſoch a ht3z 


venly 
() Exod. xxxiji, 12, 17. T3 2 Cor. i. 12. () Deut. 


Xxvi. 17. U) N Ned, Xiv. 24. 
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venly and comfortable: Frame he may immedi- 


ately go and join the Church-Triumpbant, with 


what Seel Succours and wonderful A,. 


tages does he then meet Death? If ſuch a happy 
and ſudden Change may not ſtrictly be termed 
a Tranſlation, yet it muſt be very near a-kin, 
For though the dying Believer drops bis Body, as 
did his Mantle (m), ſtilß in a happy Senſe 
it may truly be ſaid of him, as it was of Enocb, 
that He 1 with GOD, and Was not , for 
GOD took bim n). 
But that none of the Sande may 7 be diſcouraged, 
though it ſhould be their Lot to — 0A lingri w 
Death, let it be remembered, that the Summ 
of the Servant's Bleſſedneſ ariſes not from the 
Manner of his Diſmittion from his Work, but 
from his receiving that tranſporting Ruingium, 
when CHRIS Tr Himſelf ſhall ſay to him, Fel 
done, thou good and faithful Servant, enter. tbo 
ito the Joy of thy Lord (6). How: pain fal or 
waſting iberefoe, or of how long a Contiaa¹,ỹJ 
foever; were the Diſcaſes of his Body, which 
prepated the Way, and by ſlow ess b 
on his Diſſolution, Bie notwithſtanding ſha 
that Servant br, at bis Lords Comihg, 


Having thus conſidered the Heads at firſt 18 
poed, [I ſhall now draw to a Concluſion of 
this Diſcourſe, by ſhewing what "ſpecial 
Improvement we ſhould make of them, in 
a Way of Perſonal APPLICATION, 


The 
in) 2 Kings ii. 14. (=) Gen, v. 24. (e) Mat. xxv. 21. 
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F The important Truths I ham delivered "int 
out various Duties and Exerciſes of of Grace, ſome 
whereof I ſhall briefly urge in _e following 
Order. +, 


1. We are called to a ec Enquiry into 
our own Caſe, and a cloſe PRO Examt- 


nation. 


It is our Duty to enquire, what Talents. we 
have received; bow they have been employed, and 
whether we are prepared to give an Account Four 
Stewardſhip with Comfort. 

Leet me ſolemnly addreſs myſelf to Du of this 
Congregation. You have been highly favoured 
with a rich Enjoyment of the —— of Grace. 
It is near Fifty Years ſince ſome of this Church 
firſt enjoyed the miniſterial Labours of the Deceaſ- 
ed at Zoar Street: And none that ſate under his 
Miniſtry, whether here, or in the preſent Place 
of your ſolemn Meetings, but muſt acknow- 
ledge, you have been intruſted with many pre- 
crous Talents. 

Think, Sirs, while your Paſtor has been ſtats 
edly and diligently officiating among you one 
Sabbath after another for Years paſt, Was not 
every Ordinance @ Talent? every Sermon @ Ta- 
lent? yea, and every Sentence which dropt from 
the Lips of one whoſe Mouth the Lord had touch- 
ed, a valuable Talent committed to thoſe that 
heard him ? 

V+ 3 How 


vw 


under bis faithful Miniſtry. 
an Account, what Uſe you have made of all the 
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Ho vaſt then is the Sum of your Talents? 
and how awful muſt be the Account which 
you are to give? You cannot but know, that 
a Day of Reckoning is coming, and you muſt 
ſhortly be called to an Account by the Supreme 
Fudge who ſearcheth the Heart, for all the Con- 


vitions about ſpiritual and eternal Things, that 


have at any Time been raiſed in your Minds 
You muſt give 


folemn Warnings, and awakening Expoſtulations, 
which he has opened to you out of the Scrip- 


tures; of all the kind, authoritative, and melt- 


ing Invitations, which in the Name of the Loxop 


he has given you; and of all the attracting De- 
clarations of Salvation by CHRIST for humble 
Penitents and true Believers, which he has pub- 
liſhed agreeable to his Commiſſion, — And fur- 
ther, you muſt alſo give an Account, what Re- 
turn you have made, with Regard to the many 


- preſſing Calls to a humble boly Walking before 


Gop, with which his judicious Miniſtry did a= 

bound, while he was teſtifying the Goſpel of the 

Grace of GOD among you. $03 0 
Let me beſeech you therefore to conſider, that 


every one of this Congregation in particular, who 


refuſes to believe in Chriſt, and follow Him, will 
at laſt be condemned in the moſt dreadful Man- 
ner, as an unjuſt Steward, as a moſt flothful 


and wicked Servant,——Again, 


2. We are directed what Method we ſhould 
take, that we may be made faithful. 


3 Special 


aur Duty, and directs; us to. fert: the Lord, 
be may be found, and 10 call uh¹ Him, while, be 
@s:mear' (þ). He bas declated, that He Will 
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\Specialand effieacious Grace, we be 
is abſolutely meceſttry to maſte us faithful. And 
none can Watrantably expect to he Parcakers,of 


e Grace, who do not: humbly 4 * ih it 


at the. Door of Merey. This plalaly te 
a 


give the: Holy Spirit unto then that aft bim ig). 
And ãt is certain, that / any Man have, not the 


miri vf Chriſt,» be it none of His Cr, __ of 
Hlis farrb/u] Servants. Wait therefore for [the 
f -Premiſexf, the: Father, and make {it your Re- 


that He would quicken-gou-dy: His Spirit. 
n fully aſſuted, my Friends, that the Per- 
ſon WhO Hat the. Ghirit, is ſenſual Y, and 
cannot be faithful: And the Man that is prayer- 
-Jeſs at his Eekn's Coming, cannot be found, aging 
ag his Lozpurequired. None of, you can pre- 
wand, that in this Point you know not tbe Will of 
c Lonxp: Af «therefore: you neglic what. He 
as given you in Charge, and ui not prepare {0 
as Him, you muſt ſuffer the ſoteſt Puniſh- 
ment, for you ſhall be beaten with. many Stripes (t). 
Vet e ee ay, that our Go D would 
"pour pn a the 22 he Grace and Supplicati- 
0 (u, or wẽ cinnot, be. . | 
* = 


3. We are Acong jy obliged to: sel path 
ble Returns of Gratitude and Pres a for re- 


dieming Love. Were 


- (p) Iſai. lv. 6. (g) Luk. xi. 13. WO Rom? vii. 9. 


e Jude, ver. 19. 00 Luk. xii. 47. (a) Zech. xii. 10. 
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Weie al the e 7 alents given to our Na- 
tare at its Creation, embezzeled and loſt through . 
the Unfaithfulneſs of our common Parent and pub- 
lick Repreſentative, the Firſt. Adam, How thank-- 
ful then ſhould we be for Jesus CHRIST, be 
Second Adam, who is the Lord from Heaven (a.)? 
He is the infinitely glorious Redeemer, who 


through his amazing Condeſcenſion, in Love to 


his People, reftored tbat which he took nor 
away (x). He has wrought out, and brought: in 
an ee Righteouſneſs (y), which juſtifies 
every Believer from all his Iniquities and Untaith- 
fulnets;——both from the original Unfaithful. 
neſs, which according to the righteous Conſtitu- 
tion of the /t Covenant is juſtly imputed to our 
Nature, and is equally charged upon every one 
of the human Race, while he remains in a State 
of Impenitence and Unbelief; and likewiſe 
from all thoſe particular Inſtances of actual In-: 
faithfulneſs, of which the Believer is convinced 
he has been guilty in his own individual Perſon, 
and which he knows are more than can be num- 
bered. | N 

Now muſt we not all agree, that we can ne- 
ver be thankful enough for this glorious Redeem- 
er, and His perfect Righteouſneſs: Eſpecially, 


when we conſider, that though every unjuſt 


Steward will be condemned for his Unfaithfulneſs | 
and Sin; yet among all the Sons of fallen Adam 
there is not any one: faithful Servant, that can 


{w) 1 Cor. xv. 47. (x) Plal. l 4. G Dag. N. 24. 
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be ju/tifled at the Bar of Gop by bis own Works : 
No, whatever be the Exatine/s and  Faith- 
fun with which he performs them. So that 

every real Chriſtian is undoubtedly of the like 
Sentiments with Fob, and will be ever ready to 
adopt his Language, faying, FI be wicked, Wo 
unto me; and if I be righteous, yet will I not afe 
up my Head (2). 
All! true Believers then hold themſelves eternal- 
ly bound to offer the higheſt Praiſes to the Sa- 
CRED THREE: To the FATHER, who ſent His 
Son to be the Propitiation for our Sins: To the 
So, who by His Obedience untoDeath has made a 
real and compleat Atonement : And to the infi- 
nitely bleſſed 8pIR IT, who enables us by Faith 
to receive the Atonement (a); and to rely upon 
it, and plead it, as the only Foundation of our 
Hope of Acceptance with Gop. 

And this leads me to add, that by the Doc- 
trines we have now heard, 


4. We are excited to an humble Admiration 
of the rich Grace which Gop beſtows 
on His faithful Servants, 


It has been already ſhewn from the Scriptures, 
that the Grace of GOD is the proper, efficient, 
and immediate Cauſe of all the Faithfulneſs found 
in any of His Servants. And it is very natural 
and juſt from hence to infer, that Believers are 
bound to admire and adore that Grace, which 
makes themſelves or others faithful. _ 

ere 


(z) Job x. 15. (al Rom. v. 11. 
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Here I am perſuaded, the Hint is no ſooner 
given with Regard to our admiring the Grate 
which makes others faithful, but You of ibis Con- 
gregation will be preſently ſaying within youp» 


ſelves, There was in Truth great Reaſon to ad- 


mire the Grace beſtowed upon your Paſtor ; whom 
Gop raiſed up, fitted for his Work, put into tbe 
Miniſtry, and made for you, as Epaphras was 
[A the Coloſſians (, @ faithful Minifter of 
. ti! ry} 
ny not for me, I confeſs, to launch out in 
Praiſe of the Deceaſed, Such a Practice in fu- 
neral Diſcourſes, I have been aſſured from ſome 
of his own Family, was his Averfion. And yet 
I cannot think, that any Reſtriction I am under 
ſhould wholly prevent my taking Notice of ſome 
remarkable and uncommon Inſtances of Faithful- 
neſs, both in bis private Life, and publick Mi- 
niſtry : Eſpecially, ſince the juſl Relation of theſe 
Things may greatly redound 70 the Praiſe of the | 
Glory of the Grace of Go. Nor will it I pre- 
ſame be thought culpable in me, to relate in 
this publick Manner ſome Paſſages, which upon, 
certain Occafions for very weighty Reaſons he 
has modeſtly dropped concerning bimſeſf, in a free 
Converſation with intimate Friends, or in the 
Preſence of young Students, for their Direction, 
Quickening, or Encouragement, 
And fince I ſpeak upon good Grounds, I ap- 
prehend I may now juſtly take the Liberty to 
ſay, that after he was ſomewhat advanced in 


ha Youth, 


3 4 SL _ a.45 3 0 
4 8 
— — — . 
— — 4 — — 
. 


- — — — — — —— — — — — 12 * . p 2 = = 
* = —— — - * . 
— — — 4 — * 4 is > = -- ** . 1 — pw pd 4 . —. * - A 
N ö — *©ho * 3 ” . — 
— . . —ꝙi⅛ ¶ ůĩ — ꝗ ꝗ ènn½n— —— — — — ——— —— . ——V!ͤ— i . L—— — r— — — —ͤ— d moos < A» a> — — .. on 
—_— —U— — — — —— B — — 


Vouth, he ſaw bimſelf obli 
Uſe of the Talents which Gob had given him: 


1 


; PP? * 2 4 , £4 
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iged to make a va 


Aud being endued with a very ſtrong Memory, 


is thought it his Duty to make it 4 fecret Repo- 


ory of the Words of Divine Revelation. 

Accordingly he treaſured up à larger Portion 
97 the Scriptures, than perhaps any one beſides, 
whom we have known, ever did. For there 


ate ſome who can aſſure us, they had the Ac- 


count immediately from himſelf, that he had 
committed to Memory not a fe whole Books, both 
of the Old Teftament, and the Neu. When 

he mentioned this, he named diſtinctiy Job, 
Pſalms, Proverbs, Ecclefiaftes, Jaiab, and Je- 
2remiab, with all the miner Prophets ; and every 
ond of the Epiſiles likewiſe in the New Teſla- 

ment, with the Book of the Revelation, And 
that he might carefuliy retain the whole of what 

he had thus learnt, he declared, it was his Prac- 
tice to repeat them memoriter once a Year —— 
The ſpecial Reaſon or Motive, which he aſſigu- 
ed for his entering upon this Method, deſerves a 
« particular Notice. He began it in the younger 
Part of Life, when being under a deep Senſe of 
the Evil of Sin, and his Mind ſadly ignorant of 
'Gop's Way of Salvation by the Righteouſneſs of 
the- glorious Mich, or being in the Dark as to 
his own perſonal” Intereſt in it, he was ſorely diſ- 
treſſed with Fears, that Hell mult be hi Porti- 
n. 


The Account inſerted i in this Para was not mentioned 
when the Sermon was preached, as I had not then received the 
particular and certain Information, or at leaſt not the full and 
ſatisfaftory Evidence of the Truth of it, which ſince I have. 
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on. At that Time it was put into his Heart, that 


* 


-if he muſt go 1 Hell, he would endeavour to 
carry with bim as much of tbe Word ef GOD as 


poſſibly'he could = And it ſeems to me to have 


| been a-ſecret latent Principle of the Fear and 


Love of Gop, that eſtabliſhed him in this Pur- 
poſe. For it 100 ll as if he deſited to have a Sop- 


ply of Scripture Materials for his Mind to work 


chufing it ſhould ever be employed in re- 


4 


leting and reflecting upon thoſe Records, that 
thereby if poſſibleit might be kept from blaſphem- 
ing GOD, like the oſt of the Spirits in the infer- 
nal Priſon. But the Grace which thus enga- 
ged him to ſtore up the loly Scriptures, at length 


bleſſed them to be the means of making him 


wiſe to Salvation, ogy * which is in n 
Val, 


Beſides a ſtrong Memory: the Dofor was fa- 


voured with very pregnant Natural Parts, and 


good Intellectual Abilities. He was indulged 
likewiſe, though not with a very robuſt, yet 


with a pretty firm and healthful Conſtitution of 


Body. Theſe "Privileges diſpoſed and enabled 


him to be diligent in his Hpplication to Learning, 
in a Manner and to a Degree very uncommon. 


For upon different Occaſions J have heard him 
more than once or twice ſay, That in the vi- 


-« porous Part of Life it was his Caſtom for ſome 
« Space, 7 fſit up frequently'whole Nights, ge- 


t nerally two, and ſometimes three in a Week 


the Near round. Part of the Night he ſpent 
in religious Exerciſes, and the reſt of it (as Duty 


Wa ——— tequited,) in ä — 
2 
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cal, Polemical, and other learned Studies, which 


he thought might be helpful to him in the Work 
of the Miniſtry. 


After this Account of himſelf, we need not 5 


be ſurprized to hear, that one of his Capacity, 
Learning, and Application, ſhould at length be 
able to ſay, as he did, © that there were very 


« tient Greeks, and handed down to our Times, 


*« but what he bad read in their own Language.” 


Hereby he acquired great Skill, and a happy 
Dexterity, in taking Sporls from the Heathens, 
and bringing them into the Service of the Sanctu- 
ory, The Greek being the Language in which 
the New Teftlament was originally written, he 
was peculiarly careful to be more Maſter of that, 
than of any other Tongue of the Gentiles what- 
ever. And the Loxp helped him to make 4 :/e 
and faithful Uſe of all his critical Knowledge in 
that, or any other of the learned Languages, 

| In his Account of Things, Time was a moſt 

recious Talent. This he improved by great 
Diligence in his Study, and by a chearful unwea- 
ried Attendance upon the publick and ſtated, as 
well as private and occaſional Functions of his 
Paſtoral Office. He took the Pains to read over 
the Works, both of the Greet and Latin Fa- 
thers ; and patiently ſubmitted to the tedious 
Drudgery of getting a pretty full Knowledge of 
the artful and corrupt Writings of the Adverſa- 
ries of the Truth, whether 'of former or later 
Times; particularly thoſe of Bellarmin, of The- 
mas Aquinas, and others of chief Note = 5 
8 "Be Church 


« few, if any of the Books, wrote by the an- 
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Church of Rome. Hence he was able to ſet the 
State of the Controverſy between the Proteſtants 
and the Papifts, in a clear Light: And when he 
had preſſed the moſt ſpecious Arguments and 
Objections againſt the Proteſtant Religion, with all 
the Weight the Adverſaries tbemſelves could urge 
them, he was ſo richly furniſhed with the Doc- 
trines of Scripture, and the great Things which 
GOD has written to us in bis Law, that by the 
Hammer and Spirit of the Word he could, un- 
der the Divine Autbority, with great Judgment 
and a very forcible Way of Reaſoning, utterly 
demoliſh the whole Fabrick treacherouſly erected 
by the Antichriſtian Builders. 

His Zeal for the Proteſtant Docrrines of the 
Reformation, and his Care in his Preaching to 
lay low the Haughtineſs of Men, to exalt the 
Riches of Free Grace, and to guard againſt all 
Antinomian, as well as Arminian and Arian 
Errors, were well known to You who had the 
Privilege of bis ſtated Miniſtry, and clearly ma- 
nifeſted in the Part he bore in the Merchant's 
antient Lecture at Pinners-Hall, and in the 
Lord's Day Evening Catechetical Exerciſes, which 
for ſome Years were carried on in Lime-Street, 
and of late at Little St. Helen s. His uniform 


| Zeal was diſcovered alfo in his private Lectures 


in Divinity to the Students in the Academy at 
Plaiſterer s-Hall.— And I cannot but ſuppoſe, 
that many of you are acquainted with the ex- 
cellent little Piece upon the Godhead of CRISTT, 


entitled, The Exalted Saviour; which he wrote 
oy 


| 
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at a Time, when Arianiſin was coming in ble 4 
Flood, even among the Diſſenters. 
I ſhall only add concerning him, that they 
who were moſt intimately acquainted with him, 
eſteemed, him to be 4 good Pattern of real and 
univerſal Benevolence to Manking, efpecially to 
the Souls of Men; of true Gofpel-Charity, or un- 
feigned Love to the Brotherhood, and of Criſ- 
tian Forbearance towards all that needed it: 
While at the fame Time he was in a very hum 
ble, becoming, and exemplary Manner valiant 
for the Truth, ſtanding up in the faithful Publi- 
cation and Defence of it to the End of his Days. 
And You, with All that knew him, muſt allow, 
that he has ever acted agreeable to the Profeſſi- 
on he made, above Thirty Years ago, in his 
Dedication to this Church, of that excellent and 
judicious Piece of his before mentioned : In 
which he ſays expreſsly, „I have never been 
&* ſhy, or ſhunned. to diſcloſe. the Counſels of 
*« Gop; nor do I ſeek to ſhelter and cloak my 
« Opinions in ambiguous Phraſes, and unſatis- 
“factory Expreſſions: But, after painful Stu- 
dy, and diligent Diſquiſition, what unqueſ- 
« tionably to me appears to be the Mind and 
% Meaning of Gop, with all Frankneſs I readily 
t repreſent unto you, in the propereſt and plain- 
© eſt Words I can chooſe moſt clearly to re- 
&« veal, and moſt determinately to diſtioguiſh 
© my Senſe. A noble Pattern! Highly wor- 
thy of the Imitation of All the Miniſters of 
JzsuUs CHRIST. And you that heard his hea- - 
venly Diſcourſe, delivered to this Church but 
a very 


l - _ \ * — = A — — = = — 
: . yp * St = — 3 — 2 — — 2 — ” 2 S 
. — "1 1 — 
_ — I — ”” 202 — * 4 — -- —_ - 2 — boy — — my — 
— * — 8 - — <= — - M4 * — d_—_ 3 yg - ww O>—_ — — — - - 
— pe 2 — 
- 


” -— —_— — 
— — 
—— "ES 3S& = 


o = 
- o „ 

3 S J A es 4 
——_— 


* — - 
* — — „ — = 
. — Joy yr 
— . — 


ding. 


the Lord is 


the Reverend Dr. Makxvar. 49 
a very few Hours before his Death, upon thoſe 
Words in 1 Per. v. 7. Caſting all your Care upon 


Him, for He careth for you (in which, as it now 
appears, Providence had allotted he ſhould give 


his ſolemn parting Advice to the Congregations) 
You, I am perſwaded, can think no other, but 
that when bis Lord came, He found bim ſo 


'- Theſe Things I have mentioned, not to ex- 
fo] the Name or Memory of the Deceaſed, but 
to exalt the rich and free Grace of Gop; to 


the humble Admiration whereof, you know, 


your faithful Paſtor both by his Inſtructions, and 
his Example, did conſtantly invite you. 'For 
he was forward to acknowledge expreſsly, as the 
Apoſtle did, with Regard to all his abundant 
Labours, Let not I, but the Grace of GOD which 


was with me (c)., 0 
And if any of us have ſeen and 'tafted that 
gracious (d), we cannot but own 
with the like holy Admiration, that it is rich 
Grace indeed, which Gop beſtows upon all His 


faithful Servants. It is Grace and Favour, that 


gives them all their Talents, and all their Incli- 
nation or Opportunity of improving them, It 


is free Grace, which firſt makes them faithful, 
and then Keeps them ſo ; which ſtrengthens them 


in all their Duty, Work, and Service, and in 
all their Attempts to honour Gop : Surely then 


it muſt be rich Grace, which | through the Re. 


demption that is in Fefus Chrift, mercifully ac- 

cepts and highly promotes the . faithful Servant: 

tk | - who 
(4 1 Cor. xv, 10, (d] 1 Pet. ii. 3. 


who at beſt, was but . and; —Y 
e to Eternity will be avſwerable to that 
of the royal Prapbet, hen he ſaid to tie Loan, 
All Things come of Thee, and of thine: 0101 have 
wwe given Thee (e). This will for e 
Declaration, which all the Saints will humbly 
make before Gon, We never had any Thing 
e but what was thine own, where with to ſerve 
« or honour Thee And when Glory ſhall at 
laft be conferred upon that bleſſed Servant, whom 
Grace ahne had rendered faithful, what can be 
faid, but that ſuch is the marvellous Loving Kind- 
neſs, and ſuch the boundleſs Mercy of God to 
his Servants, that they recerve Grace for Grace, 
that is, a gracious Reward after a Faithfulneſs in 
His Service, which His Grace alone could pro- 
duce. ' And as it will 20 Eternity, fo let it now 
be the joyful Shout of the Saints, Grace, Grace(F): 
For as Grace laid the Foundation, fo Grate muſt 
tay the Head-Stone, in the great Work of Maus 
Salvation, ut to conclude, 13 


5. Laſth, By what wre hive heard we are - 
baundto be tau d Things. ci 


It is our Duty to be faithful ern hy; | 
ation and Circumſtance in Liſe; Faithful to GOD, 
and faithful ta Man. Here, remember, though 
none can be faithful to GOD, unleſs it be their 
= daily Study, Care, and Practice to be faithjw 
1 unto Men; yet Perſons may be faithful unto Men, 
A ſo far as human Laws are concerned, aud = 
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be faithful unt GOD: But if we would be 
GOD's Servants, and be counted faithful, we 


muſt be upright in All Things; ſeking firſt the 1 


Kingdom of GOD, and His Riebrroufusf (eg); do» 


ing every thing heartily, as unto the Lord (b); | 
A ving, not un: 0 our ſelves, bat unto Him who died. 


for us (i); and endeavouring to make the beſt 


Improvement of our Health and Strength, nod 
all our: Talents. 

Particularly, both the Ward So Providrice of 
Gop do ly call upon us, to Fedrem aur 
Time (k); and not to be ſorhful i the important 
Concerns of Gop's Glory and our own Salvati- 
on, but to be fervent in Spirit, ſerving the 
Lord (I) with the utmoſt Diligence; for the 
Night cometh, wherein no Man can work (m): 3 
And we ſee, it may come very ſuudeny. 
Lamenting therefore paſt Unfaithſulneſs, let us 


endeavour to make 4 NG Uſe than ever of the 


Lord's Day, and of thoſe Hours in every Dey, 
which ought to be ſacred to the Worſhip. of 
Gow, and the Exerciſes of Religion. Be care. 
ful to glorify GOD i your Body, und in your 
Spirit (u), to bonour Him with your Sus 
Talents, and to 
walk in the Fear of the Lord at all Times, And 
as thoſe who wait for his Coming, gird up the = 
Loins of your Mind, be ſober, and fo to the 
pas. for the Grace . that is to be brought unto 
every Believer at the Revelation of Jeſus 


Chriſt (p). © Finally, 


(g) Mat. vi. 6 col. lit. 23. (i) 2 Cor. v. 15. 
% Eph. v. 4 (7) Rom. xii, 11. (m) John ix. 4. 
( 1 Cor, vi. 20. (% wh > il, 9. (2) 1Pet.i. 13. 
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Lord (q), bolding Faith and a good Conſeience fr). 


« 
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Finally, my Brethren, ſtand: faſt in the 


And 4 as Your Watchman thought it his Du- 


ty in Faithfulneſs, (as be himſelf told You in his 


:Dedication,) to forecaſt for your Safety, and up- 


on Apprehenfion of approaching Evils to blow 
the Trumpet in Zion: So do You think it yours 


to take the Alarm, and carefully guard againſt 
all threatning Dangers which ariſe from infecti- 


ous Principles, as well as thoſe that for ever ac- 


company irreligious Practices.“ And let me be- 


ſeech You, in the Words of the Apoſtle, that 


You forfake not the aſſembling of yourſelves toge- 


ther, but provoke one another unto Love and good 


Works (J. Watch againſt all Diſſenſions and 
Diviſions, and endeavour to keep the Unity of the 
Spirit in the Bond of Peace (t). Be not Chit- 
dren, toſſed to and fro with every Wind of Doc- 
trine ſu), but let your Heart be eſtabliſhed with 
Grace (w), Let every one that has fate under 


the Dod#or's Miniſtry, and every one of us vow 


before the LorD, ever dread to compaſs GOD 
about ith Lies and Deceit (x) : But let us plead 


for Grace, to make us faithful with the Saints; 


and being found ſo at our Loxp's Coming, we 


ſhall aſſuredly be eternally bleſſed, and ſhall re- 


ceive a Crown of Life. AMEN. 


7) Phil. iv. 1. (r) 1 Tim. i. 19. 60 Heb. x. 2 25. 
Oo Eph. iv. 3. 00 Eph. Iv. 14. 449 Heb. 5 7 
Hoſ. xi. 12, 
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| Spoken over the 


G VE 


Of he REVEREND 


Dr. ZEPHANIAH MARRYAT, 


By THOMAS 10 WI. E. 


AD another, an elder or a fitter Perſon 
been appointed for is Service it would 
have been pleaſing to me and I am per- 

ſuaded much more advantageous to you: But as 

my Regard for im at whoſe Grave we now ſtand, 
with the repeated Requeſt of bis Relict and _ 
ly brought me hither, I preſume no one will 
put an unfavourable Conſtruction on my appear- 
ing on this Oocaſion, though 1 am ſo much 

Junior, and was not many Years ago his Pupi 

Time would fail me was I to enter minutely 
into the Character of this truly great and eucel. 
lent Man, nay in fo doing I ſhould act incon/j/t- 
ent with bis own. Dj Niem, JON neither 


* * 
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ard. nor eſteem'd the Applauſes of Vell. 
However I am of Opinion that bis peculiarly 
publick Station in Life, and the many Obligati- 


ows I am under to him would render my entire 
Silence upon this Head very. unreaſonable, 3 | 


criminal. 

- He was favoured by Heaven with uncommon- 
ly excellent natural Abilities. For a quick Ap- 
prehenſion, a fruitful Imagination, a ſolid Judg- 
ment, a retentive Memory, with a peculiarly 
lively and nervous Elocution, he had (I think I 
do not expreſs myſelf too ſtrongly when I ſay) 
not many Equals, hardly any Superiors. Such 
Parts as theſe are indeed often a Snare tempting 


thoſe who are diſtinguiſhed with them to Sloth 


and Indolence, but thus they were no Snares 
or Temptations to him ; for he was not only a 
Man of great Abilities, but of ſo uncommon Ap- 
plication; that he has been frequently heard to 
ſay, that in the younger Part of Life it was uſu» 
al with him to ſtudy twelve, ſometimes fourteen, 
nay ſixteen Hours every Day. From theſe Abi- 
lities, and from thrs Applicatiog, great Things 
(by the Bleſſing of God) might well be expect- 
ed. Accordingly he did — to a very large 
Extent of Knowledge both humane and divine, to 
9 great a Share of 


be right, and I have the utmoſt — to think 
it is) he has been ſpoken of as an uncommon 
Scholar by ſome who are even to this Day _— 
the brighteſt Ornaments of the learned World. 
Tbeſe Abilities, and theſe Acquirements were 
happily fandtified. The God of Nature and 
Providence 


it, that (if my Information 
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Providence beſtow d them, and as the GOD of 
Grace gave them 4 ſpiritual and religious Turn. 
This being the Mercy gf our deceaſed. Friend, 


he (though he might, and without doubt would 


have appear d in the other learned Profeſſions with 
great Advantage) choſe rather the more difficult 


and arduous Character of a Divine, preferring 
the too much deſpiſed though very honourable 
Name of Miniſter of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 
to that of fe able Lawyer, or the 5k ful F. 
3 „ 

For many . he ſu ſtai n'd this Character 
in great Obſcurity, but even then he diſcharg'd 
his Duty in ſuch a manner as gain 'd him an high 
Place in the Eſteem of thoſe who knew his Per- 
ſon and attended his Labours. Nor during that 
Period of Retirement was his Worth confin'd to 
his own Congregation, ſo far from it, that he 
gave the World a Specimen of his Abilities as @ 
Dicine, by publiſhing, in Defence of one of the 
moſt important Articles of our holy Religions 
the proper Divinity of our bleſſed Saviour, at a 


Time when it met with peculiar er and 
Oppoſition *. 


At length it pleas d God to call him from thatRe | 
tirement, in which he would willingly have ſpent 
the Remainder of his Days: Nor was his at all to 
his Diſcredit; for he approv d himſelf as aPreach- 


er to many of the moſt judicious and experi- 


H 2 1 0 ene d 


„ In the above P e eee 
the Doctor publiſhed in the Vear 1719, and which was very juſt- 
ly entitled, . he exalted Saviour ; for therein our divine Mediatos 


was exalted indeed, 
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enc'd Chriſtians in the neighbourivig 8. 


And truly I cannot help taking this — 
of ſaying, that notwithſtanding the Di 


ſadvantage 
with wbich the Manner of bis Delivery was attend- 
ed, it was ſcarcely poſſible (ſuch were the Spright- 
lineſs of his Thoughts, the Propriety of his Ideas, 
the Aptneſs of his Figures, and the Energy of his 
Expreſſions) for any one who heard him with Se- 
riouſneſs and Attention, to go away without Im- 
provement. And ibis was tlie leſs to be wonder d 
at, as his Heart was very deeply impreſs'd with a 
Lenſe of the Excellency and Importance of his 
Work, ſo impreſs'd a it, tbat he dreaded the 
Thoughtof being laid aſide from miniſterial Sen- 
vice. And it pleaſed the Sovereign Diſpoſer of 
Life and Death to gratify his —— by continu- 
ing him employed and active to the very loft ; for 
as to him Prearbing and Dying were at the Diſ- 
ſlance of only @ few Hours from each other. 
But the Character of a Miniſter was not the 
any one for which Providence had furniſh'd or 
defign'd him. Accordingly on the Deceaſe of a 
very learned and excellent Perſon +, who had 
directed the Studies of young Men educating; 
for the Miniſtry, (being urged by the repeated 
Solicitations of thoſe who then had the Directi- 
on of ſuch publick Concerns) he conſented to 
become DivinityProfeſſor. And as to his Beha- 
viour in that important and difficult Station, I 
ſhall only ſay, that he ſo conducted himſelf as 
that he gain'd the Affections of all who ſtudied 
under him, and became (by the Bleſſing of Gop) 
happily 


* This Oration was delivered at the Burial Ground belonging 
to the Doctor's Meeting-Place in Southwark. 
+ The late Reverend Mr. Jom Hubbard. 
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happily fucceſsful for ſending into the Miniſtry 


ſeveral able and uſeful Miniſters of the New 


Teſtament 


fulneſs and Pleaſantry, and this indeed 'd 
him to the Cenſures of the Sour and Ill. natur d. 

but gain d him the Eſteem af binking Perſons; 
as well it might, fince his Pleaſantry — Chear- 


fulneſs plainly ſhew'd that he was free from 


thoſe unreaſonable and odious Defigns which. 
are often conceal'd under an auſtere Look and 
demure Behaviour, 


In civil Life he behav'd with : an amiable and 


engaging Propriety, approving himſelf to all who 


took Notice of his Conduct, the indulgent Hut- 
band, the tender Parent, the good Maſter, and 


the ſaithſul Friend. . 
When he came to the Cl c of Life, he ws 
refign'd, nay chearful. He was ſo far freed 


from the Fear of Death, that he ſpoke of it 


in Terms of the utmoſt Familiarity, and even 
when that Blow was given which ended in the 
Diſſolution of his mortal Frame, he ſt ill retain'd 
the ſame Compoſure and Chearſulneſs of Spi- 
rit, ſaying, That he was going to Heaven; 
and (with a Smile upon his Countenance) asking 
a Friend who ſtood near him © If he would ac- 
company him thither; thus ſuggeſting how 
largely he partook of the Serenity and Benevo- 
lence of that happy Region. 


Such was the excellent Man to whoſe . 


ment we are now Witneſſes. And what remains? 
but that adoring the Sovereignty of. that gout 


Being 


His 7. per was naturally inclin'd tMhear- | 


1 


58 Funeral Oratim on 
Being who tales away whom, when, and as he 
pleaſes, we endeavour to collect from his Removal 
all thoſe Hints which fo ſtriking and n a 
Providence is ſuited to ſuggeſt. 
| You, my dear Friend, who had the Honour 

of ſtanding i in the Relation of @ Son to this excel- 
lent Perſon, will, I am perſuaded, permit me 

to take this Opportunity of reminding you that 
you ſhould account it an ineſtimable Mercy to 
have deſcended from ſuch a Parent, and that 
you ſhould be thankful to Gop who continued 
him with you till your Arrival at Manhood, and 
Settlement in Life; but then you will allow me 
to ſuggeſt alſo, chat theſe Favours (if you miſim- 
prove them) will be attended with unſpeakably 
alarming and dreadful Conſequences. Let it then 
be your Concern to be 4 Follower of your deceaſ- 
ed Father, as far as be was a Follower | of 
Cbriſt, for no farther, I am firmly perſuaded, 

would he have advit'd, or wil d you to follow 
him. 
As I ſee many of his Church and Congrega tion 
come to attend their deceaſed Miniſter to his long 
Home, it ſurely would be inexcuſable ſhould I ne- 
glect ſay ing, that his Removal loudly, very loud- 
ly addreſſes them, Do you ask me, my Chriſtian 
Friends, what are the Leſſons you ſhould learn 


from it? The Anſwer is obvious. You ſhould - _ 


be quicken'd in Thankfulneſs to Gop who 
ſettled ſo excellent a Man among you, continued. 
him with you, even notwithſtanding he had Of- 
fers i in a ſecular Way much more —_——— 
an 
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and made his Miniſtrations of any Advantage to 
your Souls. You ſhould be awaken d to an En- 
guiry, whether there have not been thoſe Sins 
found among you which have haſt' ned his 
Removal? You ſhould be excited to lament 
every particular in which you have ſlighted 
or miſimproved his valuable Labours. And 
now he is gone, and the Places which knew him” 
ſhall know him no more, you ſhould be quick- 
end to act in juſt ſuch. a Manner as it is rea- 
ſonable to ſuppoſe he would adviſe you to de- 
mean yourſelves, was he now to riſe from his 
Grave and ſpeak to you, Particularly you ſhould 
be ſtirr d up to adhere fiedfaſtly to choſe ſacred 
Principles of evangelical Truth, which he tho- 
4 believed, 2 zealouſly defended, to 
continue together without ade and without 
diſperſing; to exerciſe a ſteady Faith in that Je- 
ſus, who (though under Shepherds die) lives the 
great Shepherd of his Church till ; and to ſeek 
to him that be would introduce and ſettle amo 
you a Workman that needeth not to be bam 
rightly dividing the Mord of Truth, leaving the 
Time. and Way of doing it to his own infinite 
Wiſdom and Grace, | 
Since many of you who "ey under bis Care with 
a View to the Miniſtry are, I obſerve, collected on 
:bis mournful Occaſion, I cannot help making 
thus publickly, an honourable Mention of that 
dutiful, and affectionate Manner in which I 
have often heard him. with Pleaſure ſay you be- 
hav'd towards him while be was among you; 


and I think it my Duty ol remind you allo, that 
It 
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it is now incumbent on yon, to give Evidence 
that your Affection for him has not died with 
him, by endeavouring to imitate him in every 
Thing amiable and praiſe-worthy, eſpecially in l 
that cloſe Application to Study for which he was 
eminent, -and from whence alone, under God, | 
you can form a reaſonable Hope of being and | 
doing what he was, and what he did. And 

while I would have you improve the preſent Pro- 

vidence, I would have my own Soul fo far im- 
prove it, as to be quicken'd by the Removal of 

one whom I fo dearly tov'd, to greater Diligence 

and Zeal in working while it is Day, as not 
knowing how ſoon the Night may come upon 

me; that Night in which no Man can work. 

Surely what is now beheld ſuggeſts many in- 

ſtructive and important Leſſons to all preſent. 

It ſhould lead us al! to hate Sin, to which it is 

owing that Death is known in our World. It 

ſhould excite us to love the Lord Feſus, who 

bas aboliſhed Death, and brought Life and Im- © 
mortality to Light by his Goſpel. It ſhould a- 
waken us to endeavour the beſt Improvement 

of the Labours of our Miniſters while we en- 

joy them, ſince the Inſtance before us plainly 
ſhows, that the very ableft Preachers are equally 
mortal with The who hear them. It ſhould ex- 
eite to conſtant Prayer, that He who has the 
gtores of Omnipotence at his Diſpoſal, would 
pour out 4 double Portion of his Spirit on ſur- 
viving Minifters, and on thoſe who are training 

to ſuſtain that important and honourable 
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Character. And it ſhould enliven us to be earneſt 
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in our Addreſſes at the Throne of Grace, that we 
may be prepar d to meet Death at what Time, or 
in what May ſoever it comes to us. And let Zhoſe 
of us who bave good Ground to hope that we are in 


ſome meaſure prepar'd for that great Alteration 


which we ſee daily paſſing on our Fellow-Crea- | 
tures, learn from what we ſee to conclude, that 
the Troubles of this mortal Life ſhall not laſt al- 
ways, but that as certainly as our deceaſed 
Friend bas, we ſhall have our Diſmiſſion from 
the preſent State of Sin and Changes : Our 
Souls, like his, ſhall wing their Way to the 
World of Glory, and our Bodies ſhare in the 
Triumphs of that bleſſed Morning when 7515 
breathleſs Corps, over which we now ſtand, and 
when the Bodies of all Believers ſhall be raiſed, 
by the Almighty Power of their returning Sa- 
viour, from the Duſt of Death, glorious and 
immortal. Seeing then that we look for fuch 
Things, let us be Aigen, that we may be found 
of him in Peace, without Spot, and blameleſs ; and 
till the Arrival of that bleſſed Period, let us, my 
beloved Brethren, be ſtedfaſt, immoveable, always 
abounding in the Work of the Lord, as knowing that 
then it will appear with Honour to God, and 
Tranſport to ourſelves, that our feeble and unde · 
ſerving Labours have not been in vain. 
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